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Lincoln's 
Gettysburg  Address 

Other  "Lost"  Copies 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 
sources  illuminating  aspects  of  this  most 
well-known  Presidential  speech 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 

i  y  jofin  n  vvnixe 


September  25%  1962 


Mr«  John  H.  White 
Box  203 
Fritch,  Texas 

Dear  Mr.  White: 

I  was  glad  to  have  your  letter  of  September  22. 
I  read  it  with  interest.    T  did  not  know  that  a 
%»  Wilson  Boher  accompanied  Lincoln  on  the  train 
to  Gettysburg, 

If  Lincoln  wrote  portions  of  the  Gettysburg 
Address  on  the  train  the  scraps  of  paper  have  been 
lost.    No  such  scraps  of  yellow  telegraph  paper 
are  extant  today. 

lour  letter  will  find  a  place  in  our  Gettysburg 
Address  files.    Perhaps  some  day  additional 
information,  as  outlined  in  your  letter,  may  be 
discovered . 

Yours  sincerely, 


RGMrnd 


B.  Gerald  McMurtry 


PHONE:  OFFICES 
BR.  3-622  1 


JOHN  H.  WHITE 
(MISS)  ROSA  JANE  WHITE 


WHITE  AND  WHITE 

ATTORNEYS- AT- LAW 
431    N    DEAHL  STREET 
P.   O.   BOX  325 

BORGER.  TEXAS 


Box  203,  Fritch,  Texas 
September  22,  1962 


Lincoln  National  Life  Ins.  Co., 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 


Gentlemen: 


I  was  looking  over  Lincoln  Life  for  Nov  19,  1962, 
with  respect  2  popular  myths  concerning  the  Gettysburg  Address: 

Back  in  the  early  1920'  I  knew  Mr  Wilson  Boher  of 
Shippensburg ,  Penna.  who  in  the  War  Between  the  States  days  was  a 
War  Dept.  Telegraph  Office  guard  and  who  often  at  Mr.  Lincoln's 
request  walked  or  accompanied  him  back  to  the  White  House.    He  was 
in  the  entoyrage  that  went  to  Gettysburg  for  the  "Address"  as  we 
referred  to  it  years  ago.    At  Mr  Lincoln's  request  on  the  train  he 
obtained  and  furnihed  the  President  with  yellow  teelgrah  forms  on 
which  Mr. Lincoln  wrote  and  re-wrdte  and  revised  drafts  of  his  Address. 
If  I  am  not  badly  mistaken  (after  40  years)  Mr.  Boher  did  have  a  scrap 
or  so  of  paper  with  portions  of  the  adress  written  ob — or  words  that 
were  deleted.    They  may  be  in  the  hands  of  his  descendants  therefe  today. 
Mr.  Boher 's  always  said  that  Lincoln  did  domplete  the  adrress  while 
on  i he  trip  and  put  down  words  that  he  has  in  mind  for  some  days  to 
say — and  apparently  he  had  mislaid  his  former  notes  when  he  boarded 
the  train. 

Judge  David  Wills  of  Gettysburg  was  some  kin  of 
my  mother's  people  (the  Maclays)  and  often  as  a  youngster  she  visited 
Gettysburg  and  occupied  the  same  bed  room  vb&fch  her  mother  that  the 

bedawcm  had  used  on  his  Gettusbujg  visit  and  had  heard  the  talk 

there  that  Lincoln  had  sat  ancfKread  and  read  his  speech,  and  that  the 
final; speech  may  have  been  rewitten  in  Judge  Wills  home.  However, 
Wilson  Boher  asserted  to  me  either  in  1922  or  1923  (he  was  an  aged  man 
at  the  time)  that  he  did  have  scraps  of  the  notes  the  President  had  made 
on  the  train. 

I  wrote  quite  a  story  on  this  which  appeared  in  the 
Harrispurg  Patriot  and  possibly  in  the  Harrisburg  Evening  Njws  back  in  ^ 
those  years.^<p^v  /he- ^J^/^/^^ 0^^z S&<^fa^  <r  ^  sU,  jfZt, 

"This  is  written  for  what  it  may  be  worth. 

truly  yours, 


John  H  White 


Birmingham  Post-Herald 


February  24,  1975 


Birmingham,  Alabama 


Junk  shop  find  may  be  bonanza  for  Boaz  pair 


By  Marvin  demons  Jr. 

Staff  Writer 

If  \*ou  happen  to  be  one  of  (hose  skeptics  who 
thinks  spending  weekends  scouring  junk  shops  and 
garage  sales  is  a  waste  of  time,  you  might  change 
your  mind  after  learning  the  story  of  one  North 
Alabama  collector's  quest  for  castaways. 

It  began  in  19G6  when  Mrs.  Bobbie  Dutton  of 
Boa?  drove  20  miles  from  her  home  to  the  cross- 
roads '.own  of  Geraldine  to  see  what  interesting 
discards  she  could  discover  in  a  junk  store  there. 

She  found  a  few  old  books  to  add  to  her  home  li- 
brary, and  while  thumbing  through  the  pages, 
several  pieces  of  paper  fell  to  the  floor. 

Among  them  were  a  couple  of  official-looking 
documents,  including  what  appeared  to  be  a  fac- 
simile of  Abraham  Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address. 

Thinking  the  copy  of,  Lincoln's  battlefield 
speech  looked  realistic  enough  to  add  to  her  collec- 
tion. Mrs.  Dutton  bought  it  for  $5 

For  years  afterward,  Mrs.  Dutton  said,  she 
would  "show  off  my  Gettysburg  Address"  to 
friends  who  would  stop  by  and  notice  the  framed 
paper  hanging  on  the  wall  of  a  stairway.  Some  said 
it  looked  so  real  that  she  should  have  it  appraised 
by  an  expert 

So  a  few  weeks  ago.  Mrs.  Dutton  and  her  hus- 
band Dick  took  the  document  to  Auburn  Universi- 
ty where  they  met  with  Dr.  Macolm  McMillan, 
head  of  the  university's  history  department,  and 
Dr.  Tom  Belser,  and  expert  on  Civil  War  history. 

After  careful  examination,  the  professors 
agreed:  The  document  is  an  original,  written  112 
years  ago  in  Lincoln's  hand  with  a  quill  pen,  and 
only  the  sixth  copy  known  to  exist. 

"Finding  this  document  is  a  big  break  for  Lin- 


coln scholars,"  Dr.  McMillan  told  The  Post-Her- 
ald. "It's  in  Lincoln's  hand  and  contains  all  the 
revisions  he  made  to  the  original  address  deliver- 
ed at  Gettysburg." 

The  fragile  paper  measures  about  10  inches  by 
16  inches,  and  has  been  folded  over  once  to  half  its 
width  and  folded  down  again  several  times  to  near 
envelope  size.  Lincoln's  inscription  is  penned  in 
black  ink  and  dated  Nov.  19, 1863. 

Dr.  McMillan  said  the  only  discrepancy  is  what 
appears  to  be  the  omission  of  a  comma. 

"But  the  comma  would  follow  the  letter 's,'  and 
Lincoln  wrote  a  long  form  of  the  letter,  part  of 
which  could  be  considered  the  comma,"  the 
professor  explained. 

Except  for  a  tear  below  the  President's  signa- 
ture, the  document  is  intact. 

The  copy  is  "worth  big  money,"  Dr.  McMillan 
said  According  to  his  information,  the  last  copy  to 
change  hands  was  reportedly  sold  for  $1  million  to 
an  individual  in  Cuba. 

Four  other  drafts  of  the  speech  are  known  to 
exist.  Two  are  housed  in  the  Library  of  Congress; 
another  is  in  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Library  at 
Springfield.  111.,  and  the  fourth  is  at  Cornell 

University. 

How  did  the  scarce  document  wind  up  in  Ala- 
bama? 

Lincoln  appeared  at  Gettysburg  with  Edward 
Everett  of  Massachusetts,  a  noted  orator  who 
delivered  a  two-hour  speech  after  Lincoln's  four- 
minute  address,  Dr.  McMillan  said.  Afterward, 
Everett  persuaded  the  President  to  draft  several 
copies  of  the  address  for  Everett  to  sell  to  help  fi- 
nance the  northern  cause  in  the  Civil  War,  he  said. 

Everett  died  in  1865,  and  Mrs.  Dutton's  copy  of 


the  speech  apparently  made  its  way  to  Alabama  ii 
the  hands  of  an  Everett  relative  named  Light  P 
diploma  bearing  that  name  was  with  the  documen 
when  Mrs.  Dutton  discovered  it. 

The  Duttons  have  taken  the  rare  document 
down  from  the  wall  and  placed  it  in  a  safe  deposit 
box  in  an  Albertville  bank.  They  said  they've  de- 
cided to  see  what  it  will  bring  from  a  collector,  and 
are  accepting  inquiries  from  those  interested. 

It  might  not  bring  a  million  dollars,  Mrs.  Dut- 
ton said,  but  she  believes  it's  worth  more  than  the 
$5  bill  bearing  Lincoln's  image  she  exchanged  for 
it  in  a  cluttered  little  junkshop  years  ago. 


I 


L. 


